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MEMORIAL  DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED  ItvT  THE  CHURCHES  OF 

ELDERSRIDGE  & WEST  LEBANON, 

INDIANA  COUNTY,  Pi., 

Sabbath,  June  19th,  186  J, 

BY  THE  PASTOR, 

REV.  ALEX.  DONALDSON. 


Surely  there  is  no  enchantment  against  -Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divination  againsi 
Israel : aocording  to  this  time  it  shall  be  said  of  Jacob  and  o f Israel, 

What  hath  G-od  wrought!’' — Xunibr.-s  xxiii:  23, 

* 


PITTSBUBGH: 

""  G’  j0KSSTO!i  & C°-'  P-KINTEIiS  AND  STATIONERS,  57  WOOD  AND  1Q5  THIRD  SlIiEElS, 

1864. 


C0RRESPONDESCE, 


Rev.  A.  Donaldson,  D.  D.: 


West  Lebanon,  June  20,  1864. 


Dear  Sir  : — We,  tlie  undersigned,  having  listened 
with  profound  interest  to  jour  very  able  and  excellent  discourse,  delivered 
at  the  Church  on  Sabbath  last,  (which  we  may  style  a review  of  your 
Pastoral  labors  in  the  congregations  of  Eldersridge,  Curriesrun  and  West 
Lebanon,  during  the  quarter-century  closing  on  that  day,  with  a con- 
densed history  of  those  Churches  from  their  origin;)  and  believing  that 
the  dissemination  of  such  a discourse  throughout  your  Pastoral  charge 
will  be  eminently  useful  and  interesting  for  years  to  come,  earnestly 
request  a copy  for  publication. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem,  we  are 
Yours  respectfully, 


John  Wherry, 
Henry  Townsend, 
Thomas  M’ Gough, 
Joseph  Collins, 


Joseph  Hardison, 
John  Elwood, 
John  Ewing, 
Alex.  Hazlett. 


Rev.  A.  Donaldson,  D.  D.: 


Eldersridge,  June  20,  1864. 


Dear  Sir  : — At  your  early  convenience,  we  would 
respectfully  request  a copy  of  your  Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  Sermon  for 
publication. 

Yours  truly, 


James  Elder, 
David  M’Comb, 
Robert  Elder, 
William  M’Adoo, 


Robert  Wray,  Sr. 
David  Finlay, 
John  Smith, 

John  Wilson. 


John  Wherry  and  Joseph  Harbison,  Esqs.,  with  others: — 

Also, 

James  Elder  and  Robt.  Wray,  Sr.,  with  others : — 

Dear  ^Brethren  : — The  discoures  of  which  you 
speak  in  terms  so  flattering,  though  unfit  for  the  critic’s  eye,  and  with* 
out  interest  for  the  general  reader,  is  at  your  disposal, — in  the  hope 
that  in  the  “Pastoral  charge”  it  may  be  useful. 

In  most  blessed  bonds,  your  brother  and  Pastor, 

A.  Donaldson. 

Eldersridge,  June,  1864. 


A QUARTER-CENTURY  SERMON. 

“And  when  he  had  saluted  them,  he  decdared  particularly  what  things 

God  had  wrought  among  the  gentiles  by  his  ministry." — Acts  xxi:  19. 

“ The  works  of  the  Lord/’  saith  the  Psalmist,  “are 
great,  sought  out  of  all  them  that  have  pleasure  therein.” 
Moses  both  spoke  and  wrote  the  entire  hook  of  Deuteron- 
omy as  a memento  to  ancient  Israel  of  the  things  which,  in 
connection  with  his  leadership,  God  had  wrought  among 
them,  and  gave  them  this  injunction: — “Thou  sbalt 
remember  all  the  way  which  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  led 
thee  these  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,  to  humble  thee, 
and  to  prove  thee,  and  to  know  what  was  in  thine  heart, 
whether  thou  wouldest  keep  his  commandments  or  no.” 
Paul,  in  like  manner,  on  his  return  from  a tour  of  mission- 
ary toil,  embraced  the  occasion  of  a glad  reception  given 
him  by  the  church  at  Jerusalem,  to  inform  them  of  God’s 
co-operation  with  him, — declared  particularly  what  things 
God  had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  his  ministry. 

Such  memorial  meditations  are  peculiarly  appropriate 
when  prominent  divisions  of  time  are  reached,  in  those 
relations  between  men  wdiich  involve  weighty  responsibili- 
ties, and  most  clearly  display  the  operative  hand  of  God. 
Would  it  then  be  right  for  us,  my  friends,  to  pass  this  day 
which  completes  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  sacred  rela- 
tion between  us  as  pastor  and  people,  without  some  suitable 
commemoration — without  an  humble  review  of  this  event- 
ful portion  of  our  lives,  and  a devout  consideration  of  those 
things  among  us  in  which  may  he  seen  the  hand  of  God 
working  by  his  appointed  instrumentalities?  Bear  with 
your  pastor  then,  whilst,  with  mingled  emotions  of  grati- 
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tude  and  self-abasement,  be  declares  what  things  God  hath 
wrought  among  you  hv  his  ministry,  or  during  its  contin- 
uance, for  the  last  quarter  of  a century.  “ Come  and 
behold  the  works  of  the  Lord  !” 

PR ELIMINARY  MINISTRATIONS. 

Services  which  were  a prelude  to  pastoral  labor,  may 
here  he  presented  as  a preface  to  pastoral  history.  Many 
of  you  may  yet  remember  that  after  licensure  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Blairsville,  in  Saltsburg,  April  4th,  1838,  my 
first  two  sermons  were  preached  April  8th,  in  the  old\ 
church  of  Eldersridge  ; and  that  again  I preached  there 
June  3d,  and  at  Curriesrun  (when  the  scaffolding  was  yet 
up  in  the  house,)  on  June  10th,  and  again  September  30th, 
and  at  Eldersridge  once  more  on  October  1st.  The  inter- 
vening time  was  spent  chiefly  in  the  completion  of  my 
theological  course  in  the  Seminary  at  Allegheny  City, — 
preaching  somewhere  every  Sabbath  day. 

In  Blairsville,  October  2d,  Presbytery  appointed  me  as 
stated  supply  to  the  congregations  of  Warren,  Eldersridge 
and  Curriesrun  for  six  months.  Then  at  Bethel,  April  2d, 
1839,  each  of  these  congregations  called  for  one  half  of  my 
time  as  pastor.  As  warm  attachments  were  already  formed 
to  them  all,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  decide  which  of 
the  three  must  be  left  out.  But  the  necessity  of  doing  so  was 
obviated  by  the  circumstance  that  the  people  of  Eldersridge 
and  Curriesrun  united  in  a joint  call,  so  that  both  must  be 
either  declined  or  accepted  together.  Being  so  accepted, 
arrangements  were  made  for  my  investiture  with  the  pas- 
toral office.  Accordingly,  at  Eldersridge,  June  19th,  1839, 
— twenty- five  years  ago  this  day — observed  as  a da.y  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  Presbytery  met  to  hear  my  trial  ser- 
mon, on  the  prescribed  text,  Romans  3 : 31.  And  on  the 
following  day,  before  the  two  assembled  congregations,  the 
awful  solemnities  of  ordination  were  performed,  and  I was 
duly  installed  as  their  pastor. 
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In  these  exercises,  the  Rev.  Davicl  Lewis,  of  seraphic 
spirit,  preached  the  sermon.  Rev.  Robt.  Johnston,  known 
throughout  the  churches  as  a Boanerges,  (both  are  now  of 
sainted  memory,)  presided,  proposed  the  constitutional 
questions,  made  the  ordaining  prayer,  and  gave  charge  to 
the  pastor  ; Rev.  Samuel  M’Ferran,  the  Gibraltar  rock  of 
Presbytery,  gave  charge  to  the  people. 

A record  of  that  date  in  the  pastoral  registry,  is  thus 
expressed : “ June  20th,  1839,  was,  by  prayer  and  laying 
on  of  the  hands  of  the  Presbytery,  ordained  to  the  solemn 
and  responsible  work  of  the  ministry,  and  installed  as 
pastor  to  a flock  over  which,  as  I fondly  trust,  the  Holy 
Ghost  has  made  me  overseer.  Oh,  for  grace — abundant 
grace — to  serve  _ God  acceptably  in  the  Gospel  of  his 
Son!  especially  to  act,  to  this  dear  people,  the  part,  not 
of  a hireling,  but  of  a good  shepherd,  bringing  them  in 
great  numbers  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  leading  them 
in  green  pastures,  and  by  the  still  waters  of  his  grace !” 

How  we  may  glance  rapidly  along : 

I.  THE  LINE  OF  TIME  AND  HISTORY. 

The  pastoral  charge  thus  constituted,  spread  over  a 
territory  twenty-five  miles  in  length  and  eight  in  breadth, 
and  included  about  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  families. 
Such  was  its  extent  for  nearly  fourteen  years  of  pastoral 
labor — nearly  fifteen  of  ministerial  service.  Towards  the 
close  of  that  period,  both  people  and  pastor  saw  that  it  was 
hazardous  to  his  health  and  life  to  continue  labors  involving 
so  much  exposure.  Also,  about  the  same  time,  the  people 
of  Eldersridge  felt  prepared  to  engage  the  whole  of  his 
time  in  their  territory,  and  wished  to  allow  a portion  of  it 
separately  to  some  of  their  families  quite  distant  from  the 
Church.  Curriesrun  congregation  nobly  yielded  to  a sepa- 
ration so  manifestly  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
charge.  Then,  at  their  joint  request,  in  the  Spring  of 
1853,  Presbytery  organized  a congregation  in  West  Leb- 
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anon — dissolved  the  joint  relation  of  Eldersridge  and  Cur- 
riesrun  to  each  other,  and  to  their  pastor — put  into  his 
hands  a new  call  from  Eldersridge,  in  its  reduced  dimen- 
sions, for  two-thirds  of  his  pastoral  labors,  and  another  from 
West  Lebanon  for  the  remaining  third.  In  the  installation 
service  at  West  Lebanon,  May  13,  1853,  which  followed 
the  acceptance  of  these  calls,  the  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  David  Harbison,  then  of  Ligonier  ; the  charge  to 
the  pastor  was  delivered  by  my  venerated  spiritual  father 
and  preceptor,  Rev.  Samuel  Swan,  then  of  Armagh,  and 
that  to  the  people,  by  Rev.  Andrew  M’Elwain  of  Indiana. 

In  this  constrained  separation  from  the  loved  people  of 
Curriesrun,  it  was  to  the  pastor  a satisfaction  never  to  be 
forgotten  that  the  members  were  entirely  harmonious 
among  themselves,  and  not  a family — not  an  individual — 
known  to  be  disaffected  or  coolly  affected  towards  him.  In 
taking  final  leave  of  them,  he  echoed  both  with  heart  and 
lips,  the  words  of  Paul  : “ Only  let  your  conversation  be 
as  becometh  the  gospel  of  Christ  ; that  whether  I come  and 
see  you,  or  else  be  absent,  I may  hear  of  your  affairs,  that 
ye  stand  fast  in  one  spit  it,  with  one  mind  striving  together 
for  the  faith  of  the  gosp  1/’ 

We  may  now  contemplate  together, 

II.  THE  STATISTICS  OF  ALL  THREE  CONGRE- 
GATIONS. 

Dry  and  dull  as  these  would  sound  in  the  ears  of  other 
people,  they  can  not  be  without  peculiar  interest  to  you. 

First,  then, 

O F O FFICERS. 

Neither  of  the  congregations  had  any  previous  pastor. 
Eldersridge  had  been  organized  in  1830,  and  for  four  and 
a half  years  had  only  occasional  supplies.  During  the 
remaining  three  and  a half  years,  it  enjoyed  the  services, 
as  stated  supply,  of  the  Rev.  David  Kirkpatrick.  Its  orig- 
inal elders  were  Jos.  Harbison,  Esq.,  and  David  M’Comb. 
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In  1835,  Joseph  Henderson  had  been  added  to  their  num- 
ber, and  W.  L.  Canning  in  1838,  who  in  1810  slipped  out 
m a disorderly  way.  Jas.  Elder,  John  Wherry  and  J osepli 
A.  Henderson  were  added  in  1841.  The  last  named  of 
these  was  dismissed  to  the  church  of  Indiana  in  1856,  and 
in  1859  met  a tragical  death  by  a railroad  car.  Daniel 
Wilson  and  Samuel  M.  Taylor  wese  added  in  1853,  and 
the  latter,  in  1857,  was  dismissed  to  the  Sixth  Church  of 
Pittsburgh.  John  Thom,  Esq.,  was  added  in  1855,  and  in 
1862  died  in  the  exercise  of  a good  hope  through  grace. 
Sam’l.  Thompson  and  Sam’L  Kennedy,  Esq.,  were  added 
in  1856,  and  in  1861  the  b tter  was  dismissed  to  the  church 
of  Freeport. 

Currriesrun  congregation,  organized  in  1838,  had  as 
original  elders,  Wm.  Anthony,  and  Robert  M.  Walker. 
The  latter  died  in  1817 — blind  as  to  the  body,  but  with  eye 
of  faith  clear  and  bright.  In  1839,  Joseph  Henderson,  from 
Eldersridge,  James  Speedy  and  James  Lewis,  from  Plum 
Creek,  (just  dissolved,)  and  Alex.  M’Nutt,  from  Bethel, 
were  added  to  the  session.  The  last  named,  a tender 
hearted,  warm  hearted  father,  died  suddenly  in  1810,  and 
brother  Lewis  in  1852,  of  cancer  in  the  face,  borne  with 
unmurmuring  patience.  R.  T.  Robinson  and  Jno.  M’Gfarey 
were  added  in  1817,  and  the  latter  set  off  to  Centre  church 
at  its  organization  in  1851.  Hugh  Miller  and  AY.  C. 
M' Knight  weie  added  in  1851,  and  the  latter  dismissed  in 
1852,  to  the  church  of  Gfreencastle,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 

West  Lebanon  congregation  organized,  as  already  inti- 
mated, in  1853,  had  as  original  elders,  Joseph  Harbison, 
Esq.,  then  set  off  from  Eldersridge,  with  John  Elwood, 
Silas  Fulton  and  Matthew  Harbison.  The  last  of  these 
died  in  1858 — the  heaviest  loss  sustained  as  yet  by  the 
pastoral  charge.  In  1856,  John  Wherry  was  transferred 
from  Eldersridge  to  this  session.  Joseph  Collins  and 
Thos.  Sharp,  Esq.,  were  added  in  1860,  and  in  1861,  Alex. 
Hazlett. 
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Marriage  ceremonies  by  the  pastor,  in  all,  have  num- 
bered 230.  Of  them,  for  Eldersridge  were  108  ; for  Cur" 
riesrun,  7 0 ; for  West  Lebanon,  15  ; and  for  parties  not 
connected  with  the  charge,  37. 

Baptisms  were — in  Eldersridge — adults,  32,  and  441 
infants;  in  Curriesrun — adults,  20,  and  253  infants;  and 
in  West  Lebanon — -adults,  5,  and  85  infants.  In  all,  836 
baptisms. 

Admissions  to  communion  were — -in  Eldersridge — by 
profession,  426,  and  193  by  letter  ; in  Curriesrun — by 
profession,  177,  and  102  by  letter  ; in  West  Lebanon — by 
profession,  60,  and  55  by  letter  ; in  all,  1,013  ; an  average 
of  over  26  per  year  by  profession. 

Sermons  by  the  pastor  to  the  people  of  Eldersridge — 
1,142  ; of  Curriesrun,  580  ; of  West  Lebanon — 390  ; and 
849  to  people  elsewhere  ; in  all,  2,961.  If  to  these  be 
added  Lectures  at  prayer  meetings,  734,  the  whole  number 
will  be  3,695. 

Family  visitation  was  performed  in  Curriesrun,  contain- 
ing about  110  families,  three  times  ; four  times  in  Elders- 
ridge, when  it  contained  about  115  families,  and  when  it 
contained  about  75  families,  four  times;  and  three  times 
in  West  Lebanon,  containing  about  40  families. 

Eldersridge  congregation,  at  its  organization,  had  fifty 
members,  of  whom  twenty-seven  are  believed  still  to  survive 
at  the  end  of  thirty-four  years — seven  of  them  not  now  in 
the  communion  of  this  charge; — eighteen  still  in  Elders- 
ridge, including  David  M’Comb,  an  original  elder,  and 
two  at  West  Lebanon.  One  of  these — Esq.  Harbison — 
originally  the  senior  elder  at  Eldersridge,  already  past  his 
“four  score  years,”  with  an  allotted  share  of  “labor  and 
sorrow,”  waits  but  the  cutting  asunder  of  life’s  slender 
thread,  that  he  may  “fly  away  and  be  at  rest.”  The  other 
is  the  tried  partner  of  his  earthly  lot,  also  far  advanced  in 
years,  to  whom  “waters  of  a full  cup  are  wrung  out,”  and 
grace  given  of  God  to  receive  and  drink  it  as  from  a Fath- 
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er’s  hand,  waiting  in  a body  paralized  for  the  emancipating 
voice  of  Jesus  to  say,  “Come  up  higher.” 

INCREASE  OF  CONGREGATIONS,  AND  AN 

EPISODE. 

Shortly  before  and  after  the  change  in  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion, Curriesrun  congregation  was  curtailed  by  the  organ- 
ization, on  one  side,  of  Centre,  and  on  another,  of  Elderton 
congregations  ; and  Ellersridge  still  farther  by  the  organ- 
ization of  Clarksburg,  in  the  year  1857.  The  present 
charge  spreads  over  a territory  of  fourteen  miles  by  eight  — 
more  than  half  of  the  original  extent.  That  which  for 
fifteen  years  was  included  in  one  charge,  now  contains  six 
Presbyterian  congregations. 

Also,  enough  of  members  to  make  another  good  sized 
congregation  have  gone  out  from  these  congregations  to 
other  branches  of  the  Presbyterian  family.  Many  of  these 
took  their  leave  of  us  under  an  honest  difference  of  opinion, 
chiefly  on  the  subject  of  Christian  Psalmody.  They  did 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  use  in  the  praise  of  Gfod  anything  but 
a close  version  of  the  hook  of  Psalms.  But  the  pastor  was 
always  known  to  prefer  a system  of  praise  taken  from  the 
entire  “word  of  Christ;” — and  after  the  change  in  the 
charge,  this  system  was  used  over  all  its  original  territory, 
Their  withdrawal,  therefore,  left  attachment  undiminished 
between  them  and  their  former  pastor. 

Large  numbers,  also,  have  passed  over  t-)  the  same 
• churches  under  a kind  of  game  which  for  a good  while 
annoyed  the  pastor  not  a little.  ISTdw  and  then  one  of 
their  brisk  young  men  would  become  very  sociable — -attend 
our  church  quite  regularly  for  a while,  and  cause  some  of 
our  least  observing  members  to  say — -“He  seems  likely  to 
become  a member  with  us.”  But  soon  his  trap  was  sprung. 
Soon  his  game  was  safe.  Soon  he  bore  away  his  prize,  in 
the  person  of  one  of  our  lovely  ladies.  Then  he  would 
allow  her  a few  weeks  or  months  for  the  process  of  weaning 
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oil,  alter  which  he  seemed  to  have  charmed  her  away  with 
the  song, 

“0,  daughter,  hearken  and  regard,  and  do  thine  ear  incline  ! 

Likewise  forget  thy  father’s  house,  and  people  that  are  thine;” 

For  we  saw  her  rather  seldom  afterwards.  But  of  late 
this  process  lias  produced  less  vexation  than  formerly. 
Three  considerations  combine  to  make  it  so.  First,  it  can’t 
he  helped.  And  old  Horace  says,  “ levius  pcitientia  Jit 
Quicquid  corrigere  est  nefas ; whatever  cannot  be  corrected 
becomes  lighter  by  patience.  Second,  the  process  itself — 
especially  on  a scale  so  large — pays  a fine  compliment  to 
our  manner  of  training  in  the  family,  or  in  the  church,  or 
in  both.  It  indicates  anticipations  from  such  a lady,  “that, 
her  husband  shall  be  known  in  the  gate,  when  he  sitteth 
among  the  elders  of  the  land.”  Thirdly,  and  chiefly,  it 
seems  more  bearable,  because  those  who  are  thus  transfer- 
red have  an  honorable  participation  in  promoting  that 
cheering  advance  which,  in  respect  to  every  department  of 
the  cause  of  God,  is  going  on  of  late  in  their  new  connec- 
tion. Moreover,  thejr  will  be  so  many  well  planted  stakes 
around  which  gently  to  draw  those  “cords  of  a man,”  those 
“bands  of  love,”  which  God  employs  when  he  “the  dis- 
persed of  Israel  doth  gather  into  one.”  “The  good  Lord 
hasten  it  in  his  time!”  % 

HI.  A VIEW  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  THE 

CHARGE, 

May  now  be  taken  briefly.  At  the  time  of  its  formation 
there  wTas  no  village  or  hamlet  in  the  boundaries  of  the 
present  charge  ; but  a single  brick  house  belonging  to  our 
people,  (that  of  Robert  Wray,)  and  a single  frame,  (that 
of  David  Elder,)  but  a single  frame  barn,  (that  of  Robert 
Wilson.)  Also,  within  the  congregation  of  Ourriesrun, 
improvements  were  but  little  better.  The  present  aspect, 
though  not  so  bright  as  it  might  have  been,  indicates  a 
great  increase  of  prosperity  True,  among  usjthere  are 
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nowhere  to  be  seen  mush-room  fortunes  of  ill-gotten  gain, 
and  ill-appreciated  worth,  such  as  have  sprung  up  in  many 
places.  And  yet,  many  a grateful  soul  among  us  can  look 
up  and  say,  “ Lord,  thy  pound  hath  gained  five  pounds.” 
Some  there  are  who  well  may  say,  “ Lord,  thy  pound  hath 
gained  ten  pounds.”  Still  the  words' of  Christ  have  their 
fulfillment , “Ye  have  the  poor  with  you  always,  and  when- 
soever ye  will  ye  may  do  them  good.”  But  with  us,  hap- 
pily, their  number  is  not  large,  nor  their  condition  very 
destitute.  The  eye  of  taste  gathers  beams  of  gladness  from 
the  glowing  aspect  of  spirited  improvement  made  on  every 
side.  Of  this  idea, 

OUR  SANCTUARY  AND  THE  WORSHIPPERS 

IN  IT 

Are  a partial  exemplification.  The  old  log  church,  of  only 
eight  years’  standing,  was  already  becoming  decayed, 
dilapidated,  unsightly,  and  uncomfortable.  After  witness- 
ing seven  additional  years  of  ill-accommodated  worship,  it 
was  gladly  supplanted  by  the  plain,  but  substantial  sanc- 
tuary, which  has  already  been  hallowed  for  nearly  nineteen 
years  by  our  public  intercourse  with  Gfod  at  Eldersridge. 
At  West  Lebanon,  too,  by  less  than  a moiety  of  the  old 
congregation,  another  or  nearly  equal  worth  gratifies  our 
desire  to  “dwell  all  the  days  of  our  life  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  and  to 
inquire  in  his  tabernacle.” 

Many  blooming  youth,  and  not  a few  of  patriarchal 
age  and  aspect,  were  prominent  elements  in  the  congre- 
gation of  Curriesrun  at  the  first.  But  Eldersridge 
presented,  in  that  respect,  a striking  contrast.  Over  its 
assembled  worshippers  the  eye  of  a stranger  looked  around 
with  surprise,  to  see  how  very  few  there  were  who  might 
with  propriety  be  classed  with  either  extreme  of  life. 
The  only  really  hoary  heads  amongst  us  were  those  of 
of  Robert  Wilson  and  Abel  Findlay.  Both  Archibald 


M’ Means  and  Jacob  Miller  were  well  advanced  in  years. 
But  flitting  time  seemed  to  have  tripped  so  lightly  o’er 
their  heads  as  to  leave  on  them  but  few  silver  symbols  as 
the  foot-prints  of  his  gentle  march.  Not  quite  so  few, 
and  yet  noticeably  scarce  among  us  then,  were  those  in 
whose  springing  steps  was  seen  the  buoyancy  of  youth, 
and  from  whose  glowing  countenances  beamed  forth  the 
symbols  of  health,  happiness  and  hope.  In  this  partic- 
ular we  have  now  a cheering  contrast.  At  no  former  period 
in  the  history  of  these  congregations  were  the  youthful 
menders  of  our  families  so  numerous  as  at  the  present 
time.  What  is  their  worth  and  other  characteristics  ? A 
fond  pastor  may  not  safely  venture  the  reply,  but  the  im- 
partial toDgue  of  time  will  tell  the  tale  at  the  proper 
period.  In  the  other  scale  of  life’s  balance,  too,  the  change 
is  visible.  If  I may  not  call  it  cheering , neither  will  I call 
it  sad.  For  who  is  saddened  when  he  “lifts  up  his  eyes 
on  the  fields,  and  beholds  them  white  already  to  harvest  ?” 
The  dimmest  eye  among  us  now  sees  at  a glance  that  “with 
us  are  both  the  gray-headed,  and  very  aged  men,”  much 
elder  than  the  fathers  were  in  those  early  days  of  our  inter- 
course. Fathers  and  brethren  of  this  conspicuous  class,  it 
becomes  us  well  to  ponder  this  declaration  ; — “The  hoary 
head  is  a crown  of  glory  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of 
righteousness.” 

IV.  MEASURES  ADOPTED  FOR  IMPROVEMENT 

Should  also  pass  under  our  considerate  review.  Neither 
the  wilds  of  nature  nor  the  rude  roughness  of  human 
nature  disappear  except  before  the  power  of  suitable  instru- 
mentality. 

GENERAL  EDUCATION 

Received  but  little  regular  attention,  at  the  period  to  which 
our  review  looks  back,  in  all  the  region  round  about. — 
Hence,  on  the  very  day  of  his  ordination,  your  pastor  was 


induced  by  Presbytery  to  afford  facilities  of  that  kind. 
And  afterwards,  by  men  in  whose  judgment  be  placed  con- 
fidence, he  was  urged  to  increase  those  facilities.  Gradu- 
ally he  yielded — partly  because  of  a personal  fondness  for 
the  work — partly  because,  as  was  suggested,  tew  places 
could  be  better  adapted  for  its  auspicious  prosecution — still 
more  because  it  was  believed  an  institution  for  that  purpose 
would  both  be  promotive  of  refinement  in  the  charge,  and 
diffuse  a spreading  influence  for  good  both  in  Church  and 
State.  Students,  less  or  more  numerous,  were  under  his 
care  all  the  while,  but  nearly  eight  years  had  elapsed  be- 
fore, in  April,  1847,  was  effected  the  regular 

ORGANIZATION  OF  ELDERSRIDGE  ACADEMY. 

A most  note-worthy  providence  gave  to  your  pastor  at 
that  time  the  assistance  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Barnett,  to  whose 
zeal  and  capacity  both*  its  existence  and  character  are 
largely  due.  A few  years  of  actual  operation  convinced 
many,  who  had  been  skeptical  on  the  subject,  that  such 
an  institution  could  be  maintained  in  a rural  region. 
Then  something  like  a mania  on  the  subject  of  academic 
institutions  spread  widely  around.  Soon  they  had  multi- 
plied so  that  in  five  neighboring  counties  their  number 
was  twenty  fold  above  those  in  regular  operation  when  the 
movement  here  commenced.  Benefits  visibly  resulting  to 
this  charge  were  the  acknowledged  stimulus  to  all  that 
active  and  abiding  zeal.  Leading  spirits  in  other  com- 
munities that  have  followed  in  the  train,  eager  to  enjoy 
similar  advantages,  cheerfully  took  upon  themselves  as  a 
common  responsibility,  what  here  has  always  been  an  in- 
dividual burden.  That  burden  has,  however,  been  borne 
more  cheerfully  from  the  consideration  that  under  it  one 
hundred  and  forty  pupils  have  been  brought  into  the  com- 
munion of  Eldersridge  church  ; of  whom  twenty-five  are 
now,  or  have  been,  in  the  gospel  ministry,  and  as  many 
more  will  follow  them,  as  fast  as  time  and  progress  will 
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permit.  Also,  more  than  that  number  of  our  students 
who  were  not  members  of  the  church  here,  are  already  in 
the  same  holy  office. 

EDUCATION  IN  THE  CHURCH 

Was  here  to  begin  with  foundation  work.  As  already 
mentioned,  neither  church  had  enjoyed  before  the  labors 
of  a pastor.  They  had  no  training  in  the  active  and  in- 
vigorating’ duties  ot  Christian  life.  Benevolent  contribu- 
tions, previously  taken  up  about  once  in  a year,  were  soon 
increased  to  four,  and  recently,  to  six  times.  Still,  in 
respect  to  measure,  they  have  fallen  far  below  what  they 
should  have  been.  “There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet 
increaseth,  and  there  is  that  withholdeth  more  than  is 
meet  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty.”  Happily  for  ourselves, 
as  well  as  for  those  who  receive  our  benefactions  in  these 
dark  days  of  bloody  war,  sympathy  with  our  brave,  im- 
perilled, suffering  soldiers  has  opened  the  fountains  of 
feeling  in  our  bosoms,  so  that  something  like  a steady 
stream — even  though  it  be  a little  one — flows  forth  to 
gladden  and  refresh  them  in  their  time  of  need. 

Sabbath  schools  had  no  existence  in  our  borders  when 
the  pastoral  relation  was  constituted.  Nor  could  a suffi- 
cient number  of  persons  be  found  at  once  able  and  willing 
to  maintain  them.  In  both  congregations  pastoral  Bible 
classes,  including  most  of  the  youth,  and  some  of  riper 
years,  were  immediately  commenced,  and  regularly  main- 
tained for  ten  or  twelve  years.  Meanwhile  Sabbath 
schools,  chiefly  under  the  instruction  of  these  pupils; 
passed  into  successful  operation,  and  continue  till  this 
day. 

Prayer  meetings,  also,  were  unknown  in  both  congrega- 
tions at  that  time.  But  few  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of 
them.  But  few  regarded  them  in  the  light  of  a privilege, 
or  felt  disposed  to  aid  in  their  establishment.  At  an 
early  day  “The  Monthly  Concert  for  Prayer”  was  observed 
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on  tlie  first  Sabhatli  of  each  month,  in  the  congregation  as 
convened  for  public  worship.  But  no  weekly  prayer  meet- 
ing could  he  maintained  until  students  became  sufficiently 
numerous  and  devotional  to  justify  the  measure.  Even 
then,  they  alone  attended  it,  till  in  May  1850,  when  by 
vote  of  session  it  was  changed  into  a meeting  for  the 
neighborhood,  and  a general  attendance  upon  it  was  re- 
commended. And  it  is  deeply  interesting  here  to  note — 
what  numbers  present  then  will  never  forget — that  on  the 
very  first  evening  of  this  enlarged  attendance,  there  were 
indications  of  unusual  solemnity  on  the  countenances  of 
not  a few  in  the  assembly.  Afterwards,  each  succeeding 
evening  as  it  passed  waked  up  more  absorbing  interest, 
until  we  were  surprised  with  the  conviction  that  “ God 
was  in  the  midst  of  us  of  a truth.”  Then  for  four  suc- 
ceeding months  we  saw  and  felt  the  power  and  grace  of 
God,  far  beyond  anything  that  had  appeared  among  us 
before.  The  sins  of  many  were  blotted  out,  when  times  of 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  had  come. 

This  gracious  influence,  with  several  ebbing  and  flow- 
ing times,  continued  during  two-and  a-half  years.  Some 
large  and  blessed  drops  fell  here  and  there  over  the  whole 
congregation,  hut  the  showers  of  mercy  were  enjoyed  only 
by  those  who  attended,  occasionally  at  least,  on  the 
Wednesday  evening  meeting.  During  this  favored  time 
the  accessions  to  the  communion  of  the  church  by  profes- 
sion were  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  in 
twenty-five  years.  To  this  day,  also,  as  a general  thing, 
closer  attention,  and  deeper  emotion  are  manifest  in  that 
little  band  of  evening  worshippers  than  is  often  realized 
in  “the  great  congregation.”  This  is  true  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  forcibly  recalls  the  song  of  childhood, 

1 ‘ I have  been  there,  and  still  would  go  ; 

’Tis  like  a little  heaven  below.” 
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THE  FEAR  OF  MAR  AND  ITS  REMOVAL. 

Young  men  thus  brought  into  the  kingdom  almost  uni- 
versally took  an  active  part  in  social  prayer.  But  this 
service  was  declined  by  most  of  those  previously  in  the 
communion  of  the  church.  Feelings  of  timidity,  natural 
to  all  men,  had  not  been  overcome  by  them  when  their 
hearts  were  warm,  and  their  souls  fearless  in  the  fervor  of 
first  love.  For  the  same  reason  the  hallowed,  hallowing 
exercise  of  family  worship  was  largely  neglected.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  pastor  the  pious  head  of  every  family  should 
regard  it  as  ‘ a good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord, 
to  sing  praises  to  the  name  of  the  Most  High,  to  show 
forth  the  loving  kindness  of  God  in  the  morning,  and  his 
faithfulness  every  night.”  Also,  he  believed  that  no  male 
member  should  be  “ashamed  to  own  his  Lord”  when 
asked  to  lead  the  devotions  of  a promiscuous  assembly  for 
social  worship.  To  him,  therefore,  this  general  backward- 
ness and  neglect  were  a cause  ot  long-continued  uneasi- 
ness, growing  at  length  into  almost  an  agony  of  distress. 
So,  about  five  years  ago,  in  a time  of  blessed  revival  all 
around,  that  for  a while  seemed  to  keep  away  from  us,  he 
pressed  these  great  duties  upon  the  congregations  with  a 
frequency  and  an  urgency  which  seemed  likely  to  produce 
dissatisfaction — perhaps  alienation.  It  would  likely  have 
done  so  e’er  long  had  not  the  good  Spirit  of  God,  with 
sweet  subduing  power,  come  down  amongst  us,  and 
wrought  extensively  the  very  kind  of  influence  most  need- 
ful in  our  case.  Then  in  a little  time,  here  and  there 
over  both  congregations,  little  praying  groups  were 
formed,  on  the  principle  that  every  one  who  attended 
must  take  a leading  part  in  prayer,  and,  also,  maintain 
the  daily  worship  of  God  “before  his  house  at  home.” 
Oh,  how  changed,  for  a time,  was  the  very  aspect  of  our 
worshipping  assemblies ! How  wide  awake  the  once 
drowsy  eyes  ! How  eagerly  attentive  the  once  listless  ear ! 
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How  much,  more  easy  aucl  delightful  the  pastor’s  work  ! 
The  bread  of  life  was  now  to  be  broken  to  a people  whose 
appetite  for  it  was  whetted  to  keenness  by  the  labors  they 
were  willingly,  eagerly  performing  for  the  Lord.  And 
poor,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  preparation  which  would 
have  left  it  unpalatable  to  their  taste.  “ The  full  soul 
loatheth  the  honey  comb,  but  to  the  hungry  soul  every 
bitter  thing  is  sweet.” 


ABATEMENT  OF  SPIRITUAL  INFLUENCE. 

Had  this  stream  of  grace  continued  for  a prolonged 
period  to  deepen,  and  widen,  and  flow  on,  we  should  have 
realized  the  “beau  ideal”  of  a living,  loving,  laboring 
church — an  abiding  proof  that  “godliness  is  profitable  for 
all  things,  having  promise  both  of  the  life  that  now  is  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come;”  that  “her  ways  are  ways  of 
pleasantness  and  all  her  paths  are  peace  ;”  and  he  who 
“had  waited  for  the  consolation  of  Israel”  might  have 
bowed  his  happy  head  and  said,  “ Lord,  now  lettest  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word,  for 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.”  But  the  precursors, 
and  the  outbreak  of  “this  cruel  war,”  and  the  sad  de- 
rangement of  feeling  consequent  upon  it,  have  thrown 
floods  of  water  on  the  heaven-descended  fire.  And  now, 
alas!  the  scene  is  greatly  changed!  “And  because  in- 
iquity abounds  the  love  of  many  waxes  cold.”  “ This  is 
a lamentation,  and  shall  be  for  a lamentation.” 

“But  there  is  hope  in  Israel  concerning  this  thing.” 
“I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills  from  whence 
cometh  my  help  : my  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which 
made  heaven  and  earth.”  “0  Glod,  thou  art  my  Glod, 
early  will  I seek  thee  ; my  soul  thirsteth  for  thee  ; my 
flesh  longeth  for  thee,  in  a dry  and  parched  land  where  no 
water  is  ; to  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  so  as  I have 
seen  thee  in  thy  Sanctuary.” 
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V.  PUBLIC  AGITATING  TOPICS  AND  THEIR 
TREATMENT 

Should  not  pass  unnoticed  in  this  review.  They  have 
always  claimed  what  was  deemed  a proper  measure  of 
attention.  And  yet  these  congregations  have  never  been 
accustomed  to  witness  hobby-riding.  Cautiously  and  con- 
scientiously has  the  pastor  refrained  from  bringing  into 
discussion  any  thing  in  the  category  of  public  questions , 
with  disproportionate  frequency,  or  prominence.  By  such 
a course  the  impression  would  have  been  left  upon  the 
people  that  other  topics,  not  so  expatiated  on,  had  little  or 
no  importance.  Topics  of  this  kind  he  has  tried  to  pre- 
sent about  in  such  proportion  as  they  hold  in  the  word 
of  inspiration.  He  has  always  felt  it  right — even  obli- 
gatory on  him,  to  let  his  sentiments  upon  them  be  so  far 
known,  that  no  man  need  be  in  ignorance  as  to  what  they 
are.  But  about  these  matters  he  has  never  regarded  it  as 
his  province  to  mold  and  control  public  opinion,  otherwise 
than  by  an  earnest  exhibition  of  the  things  which  “the 
Scriptures  principally  teach,”  either  as  “what  man  is  to 
believe  concerning  God,”  or  “what  duty  God  requires  of 
man.” 

Thus  has  he  always  dealt  with  the  great  evil  of 

INTOXICATING  BEVERAGES. 

A fearful  custom  in  their  use  has  always  prevailed  around 
us,  and  sometimes,  also,  has  appeared  to  creep  in  amongst 
us.  This  habit  has  always  been  decried  as  incapable  of 
producing  any  real  good — as  inevitably  working  wide- 
spread and  debasing  corruption.  Against  it  has  been 
borne  frequent — almost  monthly — testimony.  And,  even 
now,  the  pastor  feels  uneasy — not  from  any  apprehension 
that  he  has  spoken  too  decidedly  upon  the  subject,  but  lest 
he  may  have  failed  in  respect  to  persevering  earnestness 
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for  the  overthrow  of  that  monster  vice.  So  too,  has  he 
dealt  with  the  subject  of 

SOUTHERN  SLAVERY, 

As  it  was  an  evil  not  prevalent  in  our  congregations,  and 
into  the  practice  of  which  they  were  not  likely  to  fall — for 
which,  moreover,  they  were  directly  responsible,  only  so 
far  as  concerns  the  Federal  District,  and  the  National 
Territories — it  came  up  less  frequently  for  pulpit  discus- 
sion. Ordinarily,  however,  with  some  degree  of  promi- 
nence it  was  presented  publicly  about  once  in  the  compass 
of  a year  ; or  oftener,  if  circumstances  seemed  to  demand. 
And  attentive  hearers  cannot  forget  that  these  testimo- 
nials were  always  made  in  the  very  spirit  of  that  grand 
deliverance,  unanimously  uttered  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  our  Church,  in  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the 
subject  of  its  evil,  North  and  South  were  a unit — -Church 
and  State  were  a unit.  Stronger  sentiment  than  is 
contained  in  that  unanimously  adopted  paper,  you  have 
never  heard  from  these  pulpits.  And,  if  at  any  time,  that 
sentiment  has  been  more  tamely  spoken,  it  was  only  be- 
cause such  strength  of  thought  and  diction  as  were 
prepared  by  Green  of  Philadelphia,  and  Baxter  of  Vir- 
ginia, (both  sainted  now,)  could  not  be  commanded  by 
your  pastor. 

PARALLEL  MODIFICATIONS  OF  SENTIMENT, 

If  taken  into  account  may  clear  up  a point,  which  other- 
wise might  be  misunderstood.  Should  I see  a man  of 
savage  aspect  skulking  through  the  community,  I should 
warn  all  men  against  him  But  so  long  as  he  withheld 
the  hand  of  wickedness  from  them,  I could  not  advise 
them  to  lay  on  him  the  hands  of  violence.  But  if  he 
dared  to  imbure  his  unholy  hands  in  the  blood  of  a fellow 
man,  when  needful  restraint  was  otherwise  impracticable, 
I should  earnestly  shout  to  the  imperilled  men,  ‘ ‘hill  him ! 
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kill  Mm! ! ldlll  Mm!!!”  Thus,  therefore,  so  long  as  the 
murderous  institution  of  slavery  left  the  life  of  our  govern- 
ment without  visible  assault — much  as  I suspected  and 
feared  it,  I could  not  urge  an  active  crusade  against  it. 
But  when  it  had  broken  out  into  the  furious  attempt  to 
cleave  asunder  the  body  of  our  nationality,  close  by  the 
very  head — and  if  possible,  to  get  the  head  itself  on  the 
assailant’s  side;  then  my  conservatism  was  at  an  end. 
And  after  eighteen  months  of  obstinate  perseverance  in 
the  unholy  endeavor  to  drive  the  ploughshare  of  division 
though  the  centre  of  our  sacred  heritage  ; when,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  nation’s  life,  “the  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Army  and  Navy”  felt  constrained  to  sound  the  tocsin 
of  its  death  doom,  then  “ I could  not  if  I would,  and 
would  not  if  I could,”  have  withheld  my  cordial,  un- 
changeable “amen  ! and  AMEN  ! ! The  prayers  of  David 
are  ended! ! !” 

VI.  OUR  ECCLESIASTICISM 

May  come  in  for  passing  notice  ere  we  close.  Each 
successive  year  of  ministerial  life  has  intensified  my  esti- 
mate of  God’s  blessed  word,  as  “a  lamp  to  our  feet  and  a 
light  to  our  path” — my  sense  of  privilege  in  “'holding 
forth  the  word  of  life” — my  confidence  in  its  ability  “ to 
make  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.” 
Nor  less  steadily  has  my  conviction  grown  that  the  great 
Calvinistic  system — or  to  term  it  better — the  great  Paul- 
ine system  of  faith  and  worship  symbolized  in  our  stand- 
ards, and  practised  in  our  churches,  is  the  besd  means  that 
can  he  employed  in  order  that  God’s  kingdom  may  come, 
and  his  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  Heaven.  Is  there^ 
then,  an  equal  honor  that  can  he  enjoyed  by  man  on 
earth  to  that  of  preaching  “the  glorious  Gospel  of  the 
blessed  God.”  But 
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THE  COMMUNION  OF  SAINTS 

Has  not  been  less  esteemed  and  courted  on  account  of 
these  denominational  feelings.  It  has  been  no  difficult 
matter,  and  its  has  been  a delightful  gratification,  to  live 
on  terms  of  free  intercourse  and  sweet  communion  with 
the  members  and  ministers  generally  of  neighboring  de- 
nominations. In  their  own  way,  loved  by  them  as  ours 
is  by  us,  they  have  been  doing  the  Lord’s  work  faithfully 
and  successfully.  The  proof  of  this  is  palpable  in  the 
position  now  occupied  by  their  churches,  so  far  in  advance 
of  what  they  held  a quarter  century  ago.  Towards  your 
pastor,  too,  they  have  shown  a courtesy  and  regard  un- 
merited by  him,  but  honorable  alike  to  them  and  the 
Master  whom  they  serve.  To  this  statement,  however, 
historic  fidelity  demands  the  mention  of  an  exception. 
Five  or  six  years  ago  two  wily  Absaloms  so  played  a 
proselyting  game  as  to  bring  upon  themselves  the  odium 
in  general  of  surrounding  denominations.  This  for  a 
time  produced  unpleasant  feeling,  but  afterwards,  as  is 
the  case  with  all  such  such  maneuvers,  was  greatly  over- 
ruled for  good.  Well  might  the  congregation,  with  the 
case  of  Joseph  in  its  eye,  say  to  these  misguided  men, 
“as  for  you  ye  thought  evil  against  me,  but  God  meant 
it  unto  good,  to  bring  to  pass  as  it  is  this  day” — a greatly 
improved  state  of  spiritual  life.  An  enlarged  acquaint- 
ance with  “the  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  them,”  and 
the  reasons  of  the  faith  professed  by  them,  a more  ardent 
attachment  to  the  pastor,  a more  zealous  activity  to  sus- 
tain and  aid  him  in  doing  the  Lord's  work, — all  these 
improvements  among  the  people  are  so  many  striking 
mementoes  that  God  does  “cause  the  wrath  of  man  to 
praise  him  and  restrain  the  remainder  of  wrath” — so  many 
abiding  echoes  to  the  monitory  words  “ Commit  thy  way 
unto  the  Lord,  trust  also  in  him  and  he  shall  bring  it  to 
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pass.  And  he  shall  bring  forth  thy  righteousness  as  the 
light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon  day.” 

CLOSING  CONTEMPLATIONS. 

In  the  twenty-five  years  of  our  relation  there  have  been 
many  occasions  for  pastor  and  people  to  cement  their 
union  and  hallow  their  mutual  attachment,  by  combining 
their  prayers  beside  the  beds  of  sick  and  suffering  friends, 
and  mingling  their  tears  around  the  remains  of  coffined, 
buried  love.  And  yet  the  work  of  time  and  death  has 
been  more  limited  here  than  in  many  other  places.  Fewer 
desolating  changes  have  occurred  among  our  families  than 
are  to  be  observed  in  many  other  congregations.  And 
oh,  how  often  has  the  cup  of  sorrow  been  almost  deprived 
of  its  bitterness,  by  precious  gospel  consolation  so  largely 
mingled  with  it ! 

In  former  times  our  relation  would  not  have  been  re- 
garded as  a prolonged  pastorate.  And  yet  within  that 
period  how  many  congregations,  within  the  old  territory 
of  the  Presbytery  that  formed  it,  have  had  one,  two, 
three,  or  even  four  changes  ! But  three  have  been  with- 
out a change.  New  Alexandria  received  its  earnest, 
energetic  pastor,  Rev.  Adam  Torrance,  twenty-six  years 
and  one  week  ago.  Pokerun  has  had  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kirkpatrick,  quaint,  comical,  ever-interesting,  about  the 
same  time  as  a pastor,  and  as  a preacher  almost  thirty 
years.  Congruity,  the  geographic  link  of  connexion 
be) ween  them,  has  enjoyed  the  labors  of  its  invariable 
pastor,  Rev.  Samuel  McFerran,  D.  D.,  nearly  forty  years. 
In  the  Presbytery  of  Saltsburg,  having  jurisdiction  over 
us  since  its  organization  nearly  eight  years  ago,  the 
venerable  Rev.  Dr.  Painter  held  the  pastorate  in  Kittan- 
ning for  nearly  thirty  years.  But  within  the  last  three 
months  he  has  retired  from  its  active  duties,  leaving 
your  pastor  as  the  only  one  now  within  the  boundaries 
holding  the  relation  in  full  during  the  quarter  century 
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closing  with  this  commemoration  day.  Moreover,  at  a 
time  of  life  when,  according  to  a growing  custom,  a 
declining  pastor  begins,  in  many  cases,  to  receive  in- 
timations that  a younger  man  than  he  might  do  the 
church  more  good,  your  manifest  increase  of  sympathetic 
kindness  and  concurrence,  lighten  and  sweeten  not  a little 
the  labors  of  your  pastor,  and  make  him  sing, 

‘ 1 How  happy  all  thy  servants  are, 

How  great  thy  grace  to  me  ; 

My  life  which  thou  hast  made  thy  care, 

Lord,  I devote  to  thee.” 

A hurried  account  of  pastoral  life  is  given  to  you,  dear 
friends,  to-day,  and  as  to  its  accuracy  you  have  already 
formed  a judgment.  But  soon  a more  momentous  reck- 
oning will  be  made,  and  you  and  I will  reap  the  fruits 
of  it  as  connected  with  our  relation  for  an  eternal  future. 
Brethren  within,  and  friends  without  the  pale  of  the 
professing  church,  shall  the  account  be  given  “with  joy, 
not  with  grief,”  when  “we  must  all  appear  before  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath  done, 
whether  it  be  good  or  bad?”  “Let  our  loins  be  girded 
about  and  our  light  burning,  and  we  ourselves  like  unto 
those  that  wait  for  the  Lord  when  he  will  return,  that 
when  he  cometh  he  may  find  us  watching,  working, 
waiting,  and  say  “Well  done  good  and  faithful  servants, 
enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.” 
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